
SCCS High School Summer Reading   

  2020/2021 

11th Grade/English III 

The English III course will emphasize critical thinking, writing, and communication. While 

literature will be included in the curriculum, there will be an emphasis on non-fiction reading and 

writing including historical and current events.  

DISCLAIMER: Please be advised that the books, short stories and poems listed are chosen for 

high school students in grades nine through twelve. In order to engage their interest and to 

provide and spur critical thinking, certain book selections include sensitive and intricate issues. 

The content of some of the titles may be mature and contain adult language and situations. 

 Required- Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson can Teach Us 

about the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs    4th edition  ISBN: 978-0-593-23738-0 

***It is VERY important that you use the 4th edition**** All other editions are missing some 

information and chapters we will be using. 

You are only responsible for the first 14 chapters for your SUMMER reading. The rest will be 

read and used over the course of the year. 

 

Choose ONE of the following: 

Reset by Ellen Pao 

 In 2015, Ellen K. Pao sued a powerhouse Silicon Valley venture capital firm, calling out 

workplace discrimination and retaliation against women and other underrepresented groups. Her 

suit rocked the tech world–and exposed its toxic culture and its homogeneity. Her message 

overcame negative PR attacks that took aim at her professional conduct and her personal life, and 

she won widespread public support–Time hailed her as “the face of change.” Though Pao lost her 

suit, she revolutionized the conversation at tech offices, in the media, and around the world. 

In Reset, she tells her full story for the first time. The daughter of immigrants, Pao was taught 

that through hard work she could achieve her dreams. She earned multiple Ivy League degrees, 

worked at top startups, and in 2005 was recruited by Kleiner Perkins, arguably the world’s 

leading venture capital firm at the time. In many ways, she did everything right, and yet she and 

other women and people of color were excluded from success–cut out of decisive meetings and 

email discussions, uninvited to CEO dinners and lavish networking trips, and had their work 

undercut or appropriated by male executives. It was time for a system reset. 

Educated by Tara Westover 

 Westover was born sometime in September, 1986—no birth certificate was issued—on a 

remote mountain in Idaho, the seventh child of Mormon survivalist parents who subscribed to a 

paranoid patchwork of beliefs well outside the mandates of their religion. The government was 

always about to invade; the End of Days was always at hand. Westover’s mother worked as a 

midwife and an herbal healer. Her father, who claimed prophetic powers, owned a scrap yard, 

where his children labored without the benefit of protective equipment. (Westover recounts 

accidents so hideous, and so frequent, that it’s a wonder she lived to tell her tale at all.) 
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Mainstream medicine was mistrusted, as were schools, which meant that Westover’s 

determination to leave home and get a formal education—the choice that drives her book, and 

changed her life—amounted to a rebellion against her parents’ world. 

Heavy by Kiese Laymon 

 In Heavy, Laymon writes eloquently and honestly about growing up a hard-headed black 

son to a complicated and brilliant black mother in Jackson, Mississippi. From his early 

experiences of sexual violence to his suspension from college to his trek to New York as a young 

college professor, Laymon charts his complex relationship with his mother, grandmother, 

anorexia, obesity, sex, writing, and ultimately gambling. By attempting to name secrets and lies 

he and his mother spent a lifetime avoiding, Laymon asks himself, his mother, his nation, and us 

to confront the terrifying possibility that few in this nation actually know how to responsibly 

love, and even fewer want to live under the weight of actually becoming free. A personal 

narrative that illuminates national failures, Heavy is defiant yet vulnerable, an insightful, often 

comical exploration of weight, identity, art, friendship, and family that begins with a confusing 

childhood - and continues through 25 years of haunting implosions and long reverberations. 

The Color of Water by James McBride 

 Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her 

ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, 

musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a 

poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. 

The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride 

grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red 

Hook, Brooklyn. Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride shares 

candid recollections of his own experiences as a mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with 

drugs and violence, and his eventual self- realization and professional success. The Color of 

Water touches readers of all colors as a vivid portrait of growing up, a haunting meditation on 

race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a mother from her son. 

Assignment 

A.  As you read the required text, Thank You for Arguing… (TYFA), choose 20 

(There are 44) of what Heinrichs calls “Argument Tools”. They are located in text boxes 

in the side margins of the pages and are clearly labeled argument tools.  

1. On separate sheets of paper, you should: 

a. Name the tool. 

b. Define it in your own words 

c. Explain 

i. What it is 

ii. The effect on the reader 

B. For each argument tool you have chosen, identify how the author of your “choice book” 

(Reset, Heavy, Educated, or Color of Water) uses the tool to achieve their purpose. In 

other words: How does the tool help the author convince the reader that their argument is 

right? 

1. On the page for each tool you should: 

a. Identify the page number of your choice book where you located the tool. 
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b. Write the phrase the author uses when they use the tool (What are their exact 

words?) 

c. Evaluate the effectiveness of the tool on you, as a reader.  (A short paragraph) 

 

Notes:  

❖ Don’t put this off to the last minute. I know that you are tired of school at home and 

working on your own but take a week or two and then start on this and work a little at a 

time. You can’t do this well if you put it off until 2 weeks before school starts. 

❖ One Tool per page (for a total of 20 pages) 

❖ Choose your “tools” carefully and try spread them out through the first 14 chapters of 

TYFA. It would not be fun (by anyone’s measure) to have to hunt for a tool in your 

choice novel that the author of said novel did not use. 

❖ If you have questions, you may e-mail me at LDutsch@thesccs.org. Remember that you 

are all new students to me, so please introduce yourselves. And if you want to e-mail me 

just to introduce yourself, even if you don’t have a question- you can do that, too. 

❖ You may go ahead and join my class remind by texting @2021dut to the number 81010 

o I will send out reminders about summer reading and offer suggestions throughout 

the course of the summer. 

❖ This assignment will be taken up and checked for accuracy and effort at the beginning of 

the school year. It is meant to be an introduction to some of the basic principles we will 

be learning and discussing over this course and you will be struggling to catch up if you 

don’t give this some attention this summer. 
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