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10th Grade/English II 

You will read TWO books: one fiction and one nonfiction. (Be sure to read the ASSIGNMENT  

at the end of this document.) 

1. FICTION: Of Mice and Men     by John Steinbeck    

This is a favorite of many of my students. Not only is it a good read, but also it is very short—

perfect for summer, right? (I included the novel on the supply list because we will be using it in 

class during the first semester.) 

Background: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

         Of Mice and Men (1937) focuses on the migrant worker and the dream 

of owning land, a dream shared and lost by so many during the Depression 

era. 

Steinbeck drew heavily from his own experiences. Many of his works, 

including this novel, are set in and around his hometown of Salinas, 

California. Reflecting his own love of the area, he uses settings of the towns, 

ranches, and valleys of central California.  

     Steinbeck makes the reader aware of the social and economic problems of 

the time period. Having lived during the Great Depression of the 1930s, he 

knew first-hand of the problems that people face during difficult times. 

     Another thing as reader you should be aware of is that because of the time 

period of the book, you will see evidence of racism and sexism in the 

treatment toward some of the characters, including language of a racist nature 

and some mild profanity.  

 

2. NONFICTION 

You may choose any biography, autobiography, or memoir. Find a book about someone who 

interests or inspires you. Please email me the title and author once you have chosen the book. 

ASSIGNMENT 

FICTION (Of Mice and Men) 

There are 6 sections in the book. (We can call them “chapters.”) 

Make the following three responses for each chapter. 

1. Explain the main conflict in the chapter. (Don’t tell everything that happened. 

Concentrate on the CONFLICT = the problems.) 

2. List the characters in the chapter and how they interact. 

3. Make up a title for the chapter. (Feel free to be creative with this one.) 

NONFICTION 

• Write at least 10 responses for the book. 

• You are basically writing constructed responses—each one a short paragraph. 

• Respond to different parts of the book: spread out your responses over the entire book—

some from the beginning, middle, and end. 
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• Make responses that reflect YOUR interaction with your reading. Here are just a few 

examples: 

o Analyze the person’s motivation—ask why they did what they did or what 

motivated them? Give your ideas. 

o Imagine yourself in the same situation. What would you do? 

o Compare thoughts or emotions that you have experienced that might be similar to 

what this person goes through in the book. 

o React with amazement, compassion, outrage, laughter, etc. 

o You may choose to write directly to the person in an ongoing conversation.  

o Tell what effect reading about this person had on you: did it reinforce how you 

already think about things or did it make you see the world differently? 

o Feel free to come up with your own ideas—as long as you are showing me you 

read and you are responding to what you read, I am flexible. You should enjoy 

this writing. It’s about how YOU see and think about what you are reading. 

• Please type your responses. If you must write by hand, write legibly and in ink. 

• Include the title and author of the book and a page number (or range of pages) on which 

you based the response.  

• DO NOT GIVE SUMMARIES. You may have to give some context for your response, 

but this should be a reflection of your thoughts, not a retelling of what you read. 

 

Dear Tenth Graders,  

 

Remember this: Your brain is a muscle. It needs exercise. Reading and writing are great 

exercises for your brain. So are making things and daydreaming. Do all of these things to keep 

your brain in great shape. But don’t forget the reading and writing! Haha. Can you tell I am a 

teacher? 

 

I look forward to having you in my classroom next year, whatever that may be like. We will make 

it a great year. Please contact me with any questions or concerns: rduke@thesccs.org. 

 

Take care and have a great summer, 

Ms. Duke 
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