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9th Grade/English I 

Required Reading  

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo  

 

In addition to the required text, all students must choose at least one other book from the 

following list: 

 

 McManus, Karen M           One of Us is Lying  

Yousafzai, Malala              I am Malala 

Thomas, Angie                  The Hate you Give  

Pelzer, Dave                     A Child Called “It” 

Frank, Anne                     The Diary of a Young Girl 

Wiesel, Eli                       Night  

Anderson, Laurie Halse     Speak 

Golding, William                Lord of the Flies 

Zusak, Markus                  The Book Thief  

Chbosky, Stephen             The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

Gaines, Ernest                   A Lesson Before Dying 

Achebe, Chinua                  Things Fall Apart 

Forman, Gayle                     If I Stay 

Green, John                        Paper Towns 

Myers, Walter Dean           Monster 

Skloot, Rebecca                 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

Griffin, John Howard         Black Like Me 

Parker, Linda Sue               A Long Walk to Water 

Talley, Robin                Lies We Tell Ourselves 

Dessen, Sarah               What Happened to Goodbye 

Thomas, Rob                       Slave Day  

Slater, Dashka                   The 57 Bus 

Elston, Ashley   The Lying Woods 

Strasser, Todd   Price of Duty 

Summer, Courtney  Sadie 

Krosoczka, Jarrett  Hey, Kiddo 

 

Students will be assessed on the required text throughout the course of the school year. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: Please be advised that the books listed were chosen for high school students 

in order to engage their interest and to provide and spur critical thinking. The content of some 

of the titles may be mature and contain adult language and situations. 
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For each book (2) students read this summer, they will write a report that is due on the first day 

of school in August 2020. Students can turn in the report 2 ways: 

1. On paper on the first day of school 

2. Electronically on the first day of school, by 7:00am avessel@thesccs.org 

 

Assignment Guidelines: 

Write or type three paragraphs for each book. Number each paragraph. Students should 

remember that a paragraph has a topic sentence, six to eight supporting sentences, and a 

concluding sentence: 

1. What part of the book made you think? Describe what happened in that section, why it 

caught your attention, and what it made you think about. 

2. What characteristics or quality of the protagonist (main character) do you most admire 

and why? What characteristics or quality of the protagonist do you not admire and why? 

Describe a challenge that the protagonist faced and how they changed as a result. 

3. Quote a significant or powerful passage from your book (include page number). Why did 

you find this specific passage powerful? What about the language adds to the passage’s 

power? What does the passage mean to you? What can readers learn from the passage? 

Formatting Guidelines: 

If typed: Times New Roman 12 pt font, double spaced, number your paragraphs 

If written: Skip lines, number your paragraphs 

All reports should include an MLA heading at the top left corner in the following format: 

Name (First, Last) 

Teacher Name (Mrs. Vessel) 

Course Name (English I) 

Date (Due Date Month Year) 

For example: 

Melissa Easley 

Mrs. Vessel 

English I 

8 August 2020 
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9TH GRADE BOOK REPORT RUBRIC 100 points Total 

 

Score Guidelines Writing Critical Thinking 

50 ✔Required # of paragraphs 

for each book 

✔MLA heading as outlined in 

guidelines 

✔Double spaced 

 

 

✔Clean, organized, may 

contain a few simple errors in 
grammar or mechanics but 
nothing that impedes 
meaning. 

✔Reflective, personal 

thoughts on readings that 
answer the questions given 
in guidelines 

✔Questions raised by 

readings 

30 X Missing 1-2 paragraphs 

combined between the 2 books 

✔MLA heading as outlined in 

guidelines 

✔Double spaced 

✔ Clean, organized, but 

may contain more than a few 
errors in grammar and 
spelling. 

✔Reflective, personal 

thoughts on readings that 
answer the questions given 
in guidelines 

X Heavy on summary in some 

places  

X May not answer 1-2 

questions raised in guidelines 

         10 X Missing 3 paragraphs combined 

between the 2 books 

✔MLA errors 

 

X Messy, hard to read because 

of consistent errors in grammar 

and spelling 

X Plot summaries instead of 

reflective thought about the 

paragraph prompts given 

X May not answer 3-4 

questions raised in guidelines 

0 X Missing 4+ paragraphs 

combined between the 2 books 

X No MLA 

X Illegible  X Sparknotes, Gradesaver, or 

other plot 

summary/analysis/book cheat 

X May not answer 5+ 

questions raised in guidelines 

 

*If plagiarized in any form, the grade is a zero with a disciplinary referral. 
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It is VERY important that you complete these assignments. This will be your first grade of the 

semester, and you do not want to begin your high school career with an F in English I. 

If you do not submit these assignments on the first day of school, you will receive a zero. 

No excuses will be accepted, No exceptions will be made. 

Example Response (You may NOT duplicate ANY information from this example! 

 

Melissa Easley 

Mrs. Vessel 

English I 

8 August 2020 

Summer Reading Assignment: Educated (book title) 

1. The entirety of Tara Westover’s breakout memoir, Educated, made me think, but if I had to 

choose a specific part, I’d choose chapter 34, “The Substance of Things.” In this chapter, Tara’s 

older brother, Shawn, who switches back and forth from being an antagonist and a helpful 

brother, threatens her life. Though he has been violent and manipulative before, this is the first 

time he really comes out and says it. After he kills his dog, he drops the same knife used to do it 

in Tara’s hand and tells her if she’s smart, she’ll use it before he does (Westover 286). It isn’t so 

much Shawn’s actions that made me think, it was more so her family’s reaction to them. Instead 

of supporting her, her family supports Shawn, making her seem like she misinterpreted the entire 

interaction and is overreacting. This made me think about the lengths families will go to in order 

to protect each other, even if at times protecting one family member means degrading and 

endangering another.  

2. I admire Tara’s resilience and open mind. Considering how she grew up, in an extremist 

household, isolated from school and much of the rest of the world, it could have been easy for her 

to form unhealthy habits of mind like narrowmindedness, prejudice, and an unwillingness to 

learn. Instead, with the help of her like-minded brother, Tyler, and what must be a deeply 
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ingrained, maybe somewhat natural, love of learning, Tara’s mind remained open to new ideas 

and lifestyles. Tara’s resilience is also worthy of admiration. She fought hard to be educated and 

successful. She fought against her own mind, her family, her upbringing, and a society that didn’t 

understand her. Her biggest challenge was trusting herself and her own mind. In order to break 

away from her family and break out of an abusive cycle, she had to believe in her own mind. Her 

uncertainty is one of the only real flaws seen in the memoir. For a long time, she struggles to see, 

or moreover, to believe, how abusive Shawn and her father really are. Eventually, though, she is 

able to trust herself. 

3. “I had been educated in the rhythms of the mountain, rhythms in which change was never 

fundamental, only cyclical. The same sun appeared each morning, swept over the valley and 

dropped behind the peak. The snows that fell in winter always melted in the spring. Our lives 

were a cycle -- the cycle of the day, the cycle of the seasons -- circles of perpetual change that, 

when complete, meant nothing had changed at all. I believe my family was part of this immortal 

pattern that we were, in some sense, eternal. But eternity belonged only to the mountain” (xii). 

This passage is powerful in its meditation on the relationship between humanity, nature, and time. 

The language is beautiful and active: the sun, “swept over the valley and dropped behind the 

peak,” uses action verbs “swept” and “dropped” to communicate movement and change, even 

within natural cycles. To me, this passage foretells that some cycles must be broken, especially 

when she says, “But eternity belonged only to the mountain.” While the sun and the snow and the 

mountain may exist in natural cycles that are meant to be so, humans are not the same way. 

Though these natural cycles have “perpetual change,” the changes many humans need are and 

look different. When humans change, sometimes there is no going back, no complete circle that 

“meant nothing had changed at all.” Sometimes, like in Tara’s case, the “complete circle” needs 

to break.  

 

 

 

 


