
SCCS Middle School Summer Reading List 2020/21   

8th grade 

All students will be tested on The Outsiders the 
first week of school and the book of their 
choice the third week of school.  Any student who 

would like to keep a journal of their reading including short 
summaries (1-2 paragraphs) of each chapter of the novels read 
may turn these in on the first day of school.  They will be given 
back to students to use while taking the book tests.  

 
 

REQUIRED READING 

 
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton 

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for 
"social") has money, can get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a 
limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. 
Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of socs for 
the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible night when things go wrong. The incident gets under 
Ponyboy's skin, causing his world to crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc 
or a greaser. 

 

IN ADDITION TO   The Outsiders, ALL STUDENTS MUST CHOOSE ONE OF THE BOOKS 
FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST: 
 
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz 
Survive. At any cost. Yanek Gruener is a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland when the Nazis invade. Everything 
he has and everyone he loves is brutally taken from him. And then Yanek himself is taken prisoner, his 
arm tattooed with the number B-3087. Forced from one nightmarish concentration camp to another as 
World War II rages around him, Yanek encounters evil he could never have imagined–and yet finds 
surprising glimpses of hope amid the horror. 10 different concentration camps. 10 different encounters 
with death.  Can Yanek make it through the terror without losing his hope, his will, and, most of all, his 
identity? Based on the astonishing true story of one extraordinary boy. 
 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 
Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany; 
Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a 
Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark on harrowing 
journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their 
home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were 
betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annex” of an old 
office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of 
living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank 
recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and 
surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty and 
a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut 
short. 
 
 
The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson 
Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family 
was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was 
able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of 
Plaszow, the concentration camp outside Krakow. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one 
man, a man named Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon Leyson's life, and the lives of his mother, his 
father, and two of his four siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory -- a list 
that became world renowned: Schindler's List. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Summer Reading Selfies 

Let us know what you have been reading this summer! Post your selfie on Facebook/Twitter/Instagram and 

include your first name only (no last names, please), your grade, and the book title!  

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 


