
SCCS High School Summer Reading   

  2020/2021 

12th Grade/English IV 

Dear Seniors,  

     Yes, you are seniors!  Your English teachers have picked out a great variety of titles for your 

summer reading. You will read one book of fiction and one of nonfiction. (Two books??? OH 

NO!!!) You get to choose which ones. (My choice??? YAY!!!) 

     You will find the directions for your assignment following the list of books. 

Enjoy, 

Ms. Duke, Ms. Dutsch, and Ms. Vessel 

 

DISCLAIMER: Please be advised that the books listed are chosen to engage interest and to 

provide and spur critical thinking for high school students in grades nine through twelve. 

Certain book selections may include sensitive or intricate issues. The content of some of the titles 

may be mature and contain adult language and situations. 

 

FICTION 

AUTHOR   TITLE 

Alvarez, Julia     In the Time of the Butterflies   

 

Ellison, Ralph    Invisible Man   

 

Gaines, Ernest J.    A Lesson Before Dying   

 

O’Brien, Tim    The Things They Carried  

 

Plath, Sylvia    The Bell Jar 

 

Shelley, Mary     Frankenstein 

 

Steinbeck, John    Catcher in the Rye   

 

Walker, Alice    The Color Purple 

 

Wilde, Oscar The Picture of Dorian Gray 
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NONFICTION 

AUTHOR TITLE 

Bissinger, H. G. 

 

Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream 

Prejean, Sister Helen    Dead Man Walking: The Eyewitness Account of the Death 

Penalty That Sparked a National Debate 

Conley, Garrard 
 

Boy Erased: A Memoir of Identity, Faith, and Family 

,St. John, Warren  

 

Outcasts United: An American Town, a Refugee Team, and 

One Woman’s Quest to Make a Difference 

Stevenson, Brian Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 

 

Vance, J. D. Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis 

Westover, Tara    

 

Educated: A Memoir 

 

Assignment: 

For each book you read, you will complete personal responses. All of you have been required at 

one time or another to do something similar in your English classes.  

• Write at least 10 responses for each book. 

• You are basically writing a constructed response—a short paragraph. 

• Respond to different parts of the book: beginning, middle, and end. 

• Make responses that reflect YOUR interaction with your reading. Here are just a few 

examples: 

o Psychoanalyze character motivation—ask why? Give your ideas. 

o Imagine yourself in the same situation. What would you do? 

o Compare character thoughts or emotions to your own. 

o React with amazement, compassion, outrage, laughter, etc. 

o Tell how your reading changed you or made you see the world differently. 

• Please type your responses. If you must write by hand, write legibly and in ink. 

• Include the title and author of the book and a page number or range of pages for the 

section of the book referenced.  

• DO NOT GIVE SUMMARIES. You may have to give some context for your response, 

but this should be a reflection of your thoughts, not a retelling of what you read. 

 

 

 

 

 


